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t—either for oneself or another—in circumstay

ition unjust, is itself virtue,

sreNo: Socrates, even before I met you they told me that in
yth you are a perplexed man yourself and reduce others to 80
gplexity- At this moment I feel you are exercising magic and witch-

£t upon me and positively laying me under your spell until I am
“mass of helplessness. If I may be flippant, I think that not only
Geward apgearance but in other respects as well you are exactly
ik ,ﬂat sting ray .tha_t one meets in the sea. Whenever anyone
Kom! ¢ into’ contact with 1t,.1t numbs him, and that is the sort of
g that you secm to be domg‘to me now. My mind and my lips are

% numb, and I have nothing to reply to you. Yet I have spoken b
gvirtue hundreds of times, held forth often on the subject in

f Jarge audlen.cets, and very well too, or so I thought. Now I
gyen say wh.at it is. In my opinion you are well advised not to
aveathens and live abroad. If you behaved like this as a foreigner in

gthier country, you would most likely be arrested as a wizard.
© goCRATES: You're a real rascal, Meno. You nearly took me in
1ENO: Just what do you mean? '

failure to acquire i
which would have made its acquis

MENO: It would seem so.
SoCRATES: Then to have such goods is no more virtue thay ;
oy

lack them. Rather we may say that whatever is accompanied by i

79 tice is virtue, whatever is without qualities of that sortis vice. ¢,
MENoO: I agree that your conclusion seems inescapable. e

SOCRATES: But a few minutes ago we called each of .mél; N
—justice, temperance, and the rest—a part of virtue? 1 ’,

MENO: Yes, wedid.
SOCRATES : Soit seems you are makinga fool of me.
meNO: How so, Socrates? 3
socrATEsS: I have just asked you not to break virtue ' ﬁ
fragments, and given you models of the type of answer I wanted, b
taking no notice of this you tell me that virtue consists in the ;;fc"ai’l‘l
b sition of good things with justice, and justice, you agree, is agl;t*ﬂ

T

virtue. h
mMmENo: True. . : ‘ 1
Ly ’ i, H Sei\ - : .
sOCRATES : So it follows from your own statements that' ‘§3_‘;‘6"r {Vsh o e (‘;‘;hz’h);?:]l( ;150(1 a simile about me. c
with a part of virtue is virtue, if you call justice and all the res MEDS - }'T ¥
.:s0cRATES : To be compared to something in return. All good-

kit ‘:‘p‘cople, 1 kp.ow perfectly well, enjoy a game of comparisons.
16y et the best of it, for naturally handsome folk provoke handsome
4 lei-' But I'm not going to oblige you. As for myself, if the sting ray
falyzes @thers only through being paralyzed itself, then the com- !
i¢ just, but not otherwise. It isn’t that, knowing the answers
?l‘f,‘l'pcrplex other people. The truth is rather that I infect them
}YIH} the perplexity I feel myself. So with virtue now. I don’t know
’ ‘jitﬂ”lsA You may have known before you came into contact with d
i ‘l)i‘)f now you look as if you don’t. Nevertheless I am ready to carr
thgether with you, a joint investigation and inquiry into what it isy
il VQQ.E’NO: But how will you look for something when you dori’t'in
héléast khow what it is? How on earth are you going to set up some-

of virtue. The point I want to make is that whereas I asked you
me an account of virtue as a whole, far from telling me what i¢'is'
self you say that every action is virtue which exhibits a part of vir|
¢ as if you had already told me what the whole is, so that I sho
recognize it even if you chop it up into bits. It seems to me:thi
must put the same old question to you, my dear Meno—the que
What is virtue?—if every act becomes virtue when combined wit
part of virtue. That is, after all, what it means to say that cYé’rj{
performed with justice is virtue. Don’t you agree that the same que
tion needs to be put? Does anyone know what a part of virtue is twif}
out knowing the whole? 81}
MENO: Isupposec not.

a socRrATES: No, and if you remember, when I replied to, yoil M Kinie Yot , .
’ o . ifng you don’t know as the object of your search? T i i
i i G r in o a
a}l])o:lt sh:;pe Just nov;;. Ih beherﬂlw ° re]ccttgd the dtypet of ¢ ansye gbycn if you come right up againyst it, how will yI())ltlxt 11:1;:/0:2?11;
that employs terms which are still in question and not ye "}g‘; ,Ih"t‘YQ}_J have found is the thing you didn’t know? a
socrATES : I know what you mean. Do you realize that what e

upon. t.
MENO: We did, and rightly. i
socrATES: Then please do the same.

While the nature of vitll ) ?;g’f?;?i;‘gi"gﬁlp i: tlhe trick argument that a man cannot try to
VIS er'either w

as a whole is still under question, don’t suppose that you can exp! Frseld what 1 ]at e knows or what he does not know? He would

| k'what he knows, for since he knows it there is no need of the

to anyone in terms of its parts, or by any similar type of explanalld i ™ nor wi ; 10
’ d . 3 ; hat h ‘ ;
Understand rather that the same question remains to be ans# y ¢ does not know, for in that case he does not even

! ot what he is to look for
¢ you say this and that about virtue, but what is it? Does this scem noig wiaitiNo : Well dg i‘::;h. i o
scnse to you? U ———— ; ,doy ink it a good argument? . 81

2 4
) ] socraTrs: No.
MENO: No, to me it seems right enough.
SOCRATES : Then go back to the beginning and answer m
- tion. What do you and your friend say that virtue is?
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M‘I-‘,(};‘\{O: Can you explain how it fails? C
“8SOCRATES: I can. I have heard from m

8¢ . g en and

erstand the truths of religion . . . women who
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~“hélp, to inquire into the nature of virtue.
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MENO: What did they say?
SOCRATES : Something true, I thought, and fine. §
MENO: What was it, and who were they? : i
socrATES: Those who tell it are priests and priestesses of the
sort who make it their business to be able to account for the functions"
which they perform. Pindar speaks of it too, and many another of the .
poets who are divinely inspired. What they say is this—see whether
you think they are speaking the truth. They say that the soul of man
is immortal. At one time it comes to an end—that which is called
death—and at another is born again, but is never finally extermi-
nated. On these grounds a man must live all his days as righteously "
as possible. For those from whom o

. 1?;1;21 Icc:lllnosmcef };;)1“ ask me. I see you have a large number of retainers 1
\ e. ne of them, anyone you like i i
B rto o, b » and I will use him to demon-
MENO: Certainly. [To a slave boy.] Come here.
SOCRATES; Heis a Greek and speaks our language?
MENO: Indech yes—born and bred in the house
SOCRATES: Listen carefully then, and se . it s
: \ ] R e whether it seems to
you that he is learning from me or simply bej min '
MENO: Twill, Py beingreminded.

SOCRATES: Now boy, you know that a square is a figure like

this?

(Socrates beyins to draw figures in th i
! ] e sand at e ; i
to the square ABCD.) Wi fect. He poinis
BOoY: Yes.

SO0CRATES : It has all these four sides equal?

Persephone receives requital for ancient doom, . K
In the ninth year she restores again ")\‘
Their souls to the sun above. :
From whom rise noble kings

And the swift in strength and greatest in wisdom,
And for the rest of time

They are called heroes and sanctified by men.?

D ] C

Thus the soul, since it is immortal and has been born many.
times, and has seen all things both here and in the other world, has’
learned everything that is. So we need not be surprised if it can recall
the knowledge of virtue or anything else which, as we sce,’it once pos- :
sessed, All nature is akin, and the soul has learned everything, so that
when a man has recalled a single piece of knowledge—learned it,.in
ordinary language—there is no reason why he should not find out™all
the rest, if he keeps a stout heart and does not grow weary of th
search, for secking and learning are in fact nothing but recollection

We ought not then to be led astray by the contentious argu.
ment you quoted. It would make us lazy, and is music in the ears o
wealdings, The othex_doctrine_produces encrgetic _seckers _after.,
knowledge, and being convinced of its truth;I"am ready, with yoir

A H B
BOY: Yes.
.SOCRATES: And these lines which po h i i
e als oqual? e e go through the middle of it
Bovy: Yes. ' '
SOCRATES: Such a figsure could ithe y
could ot g be either larger or smaller,
BoY: Yes.. : l
| “mes?anTEs : vNow 1f this side is two fect long, and this side the
‘i;vo f,cclto.w Hj‘th'fCCt will the whole be? Put it this way. If it were
' tWO Zcet in this direction and only one i Ct
e Fons bl die Y one in that, must not the area be
noy: Ycs.

‘ SOCRATES: But since it is two feet thi i (
 come twico twe focts t this way also, docs it not be- a

o

MENO: Isee, Socrates. But what do you mean when you say that
we don't learn anything, but that what we call learning is recol
lection? Can you teach me that it is so?

socrATES: I have just said that youre a rascal; and now you
ask me if I can tcach you, when I say there is no such thing as teach::
ing, only recollection. Evidently you want to catch me contradicting %
myself straightaway. . o

MENO: No, honestly, Socrates, I wasn’t thinkiffg of tpat.‘ It:

was just habit, If you can in any way malke clear to mc that what you noy: Yes.
say is true, please do. : R SOCRATES: A eet i
, . is: And h any feet is twice ¢t i !
SOCRATES: It isn’t an easy thing, but still I should like to do: :lell me, ow many feet is twice two? Work it out and
2 Pindar, fr. 133. i BOY: Four. .



83

OGUES MENoO - 6

: COLLECTED DIAL L3
366 PLATO BOoY: Certainy, '
SOCRATES: B

¥ . lv W CO l([ ne aw anot T le thc S17Z¢e
SOCRATES [0) u O dI V (o}
Of thi bl l] T h 18, Wlt}l all its SldCS equal l]ke thls OHE?

S. 1t simila N t at

ut does it cg
Boy: Yes.

ntain these foyy squares
to the origina] four-fogr one?

, each equal
(Socrates hqs drawn in the 1}'7703 CM, CN to cbmplete the s

s J , squares

s : How many feet will its area be? ‘ that he wisheg to poing out.) : ’

Soani?’[l:;llt. 1l me how long each of its sides Soan o es
BOY: E . try to tell me

s : Now then, try
SOCMATES:

ill be the side 4
The present figure has a side of two feet. What w :
will be. The p es e
of the doublc-m?ﬁig double, Socrates, obviously. ¢ teaching him any. :
g : You see, Meno, that I am no1 e ot maa o
SoclnAilIiisn.g Now he thinks he knows the leng ;
thing, only a . ‘

SOCRATES: How big is it then? Won't it be four times
Boy: Of course

as big?
SOCRATES: And is foyr times the same as twjce? )
BoY: Of course not,

' SOCRATESs; §q doubh’ng the side hqg given us not 4 double but .
* afourfold figure?
BOY: True, )
eight-foot square. . '
the elgthNO : Y?ES- . SOCRATES: Apg four timeg four are Sixteen, are they not?
roénArns: But does he? BOY: Yes,
. inly not.
MENO: Certain

the other. SOCRATEs; T}
CRATES : He thinks it is twice the length of thc. his o bt g,
SO -9 . s —t - ; .
MENO: Yes. Now watch how he recollects things in order e o BOY: Yes
SOCRATES: Now ired
. § e double-sized
propg ey ;Otf:f the side of double length produces the double-si hl
ou sa . * this way a ; s i h e
ike this I mean, not long ice its size, that is, eighf}g
figurc? Lllilc t'}lll:s like the first figure, only twlcf ltct it from doublirigg
equal (;]n. %{ Slmoment whether you still expect to g ) .
feet. Think a
the side.
Bov: Yes, Ido.

en how big js the side of the

eight-foot figure?
s four timeg the origin

al area, hasn’t jt?
. SOCRATES: And a side halp the length
feet?

[a. BOY: Yes,
-4} SOCRATES ; Gogq, And isn't 4 Square of eight feet double this
wonc.and half thatp

8ave us a square of four

v

2 Will it not h

gr te an ﬂ]]S one b"t
cn [ J

[ ] a 4 [ ﬂn]el ng 1 a 118

this [a ater th

. ou, that.w
nov: Y: ::.s It is on this line then, a‘;cg;d;?gthf s}';me lengt
SOCRA : by taking fo :
ight-foot square, by
shall make the eig

. i.e., counting AR
noy ;A"Yre:.q' Let us draw in four (;qtualb]uzli(sw[;;g in its secoill
SOCRATES: , le complete by : Wi

; ‘KL, and LA mad ; ive us what you calj
(m;lf ad(]lml?si:lz'the first as a base. Docs this not g ‘
half LD}, '

1!
the eight-foot figure?

BoY: Ithink j; will,

SOCRATES: Right, Always

d
answer what yoy think. Now te]]
Was not this side two feet long, ang this one fourp

en the side of ¢

OCRATES : Th he eight-foot figure must be Ianger
Tter than four? :

an two feet but she
oY: It must,
“4S5O0CRATES ;s Try to say how]ongyou think it js,
2B0Y: Three feet,

SocrAThs; If s0, sh

all we add hajp of this bit [BoO, half of BJ]
N X - ake it three feet? Here are tWo, and this is one and on this side
L ) 0 plus one, an( here is the figure you want. . .
‘ pletes the Square Aorq.)
P
Q If it ig three feet this way and three that, wil] the
c c M Imes three feet? '
D ‘ 0¥ : It looks like jt.
‘ : SOCRATES : Apg that is how many?
e F Y: Nine,
‘ WSOCRATES, Whereas the square double our first square hag to
L , ‘ RLUC: OW. many?
A H L ’
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BovY: Eight, J__ H G
SOCRATES : But we haven’t yet got the square of eight feet evey;:
from a three-foot side? A
BoY: No.
soCcRATES : Then what length will give it? Try to tell us exact
8¢ If you don’t want to count it.up, just show us on the diagram. ‘ D 1€ E
soY: It'snouse, Socrates, I just don’t know. b
SOCRATES: Observe, Meno, the stage he has reached on t, ’ s
path of recollection. At the beginning he did not know the side of thy
square of eight feet. Nor indeed does he know it now, but then he
thought he knew it and answered boldly, as was appropriate—he fq R
no perplexity. Now however he does feel perplexed. Not only does : A B T !
b not know the answer; he doesn’t even think he knows.
MENO: Quite truc. "pov: Yes.
SOCRATES : Isn't he in a better position now in relation to whg " socRATEs: Now we can add another cqual to it like this?
hedidn’t know? — - T - cEF.]
“~""mMENO: ] admit that too. ] rif poYy: Yes.
SOCRATES: So in perplexing him and numbing him like th socrATES: And a third here, cqual to each of the others?

sting ray, have we done him any harm? ’ H.]
MENO: Ithink not. HE poy: Yes, _
SOCRATES : In fact we have helped him to some extent towar soCcRATES: And then we can fill in this one in the corner?
finding out the right answer, for now not only is he ignorant of it but, eyl
he will be quite glad to look for it. Up to now, he thought he coul - pov: Yes. )
speak well and fluently, on many occasions and before large audi. sockATES : Then here we bave four equal squares?
¢ ences, on the subject of a square double the size of a given square "o moy: Yes.
maintaining that it must have a side of double the length. ' " socrATES: And how many times the size of the first square is
MENG: Nodoubt. - 1 the whole? ‘
socRATES : Do you suppose then that he would have attempte © nov: Four times. )
to look for, or lcarn, what he thought he knew, though he did not,-be!" sOCRATES : And we want one double the size. You remember?
fore he was thrown into perplexity, became aware of his ignorance, by ., BoY: Yes. .
and felt a desire to know? ' : ~ " socrarESs: Now does this line going from corner to corner cut
MENO: No. wcach of these squares in half? ‘
SO0CRATES : Then the numbing process was good for him? ‘ poy: Yes.
MENO: [agree, ‘ s0CcRATES: And these are four cqual lines enclosing this arca?
SOoCRATES : Now notice what, starting from this state of per- - [BEND.] , ‘
* plexity, he will discover by secking the truth in company with mc, ‘ noy: They are.
d though I simply ask him questions without teaching him. Be ready soCRATES : Now think, Ilow big is this area?
to catch me if ¥ give him any instruction or explanation instead of roY: Idon’t understand. ‘
simply interrogating him on his own opinions. o © SOCRATES: Iere are four squares. ITas not each line cut off the
(Socrates here rubs out the previous figures and starts again.) -, inner hall of each of them? ‘
Tell me, boy, is not this our square of four feet? [aBcD.] Yo . BOY: Yes. ‘
understand? G0 $OCRATES : And how many such halves arc there in ‘this figure?
C [BEnD.] ‘
v.  Bov: Four,
SOCRATES : And how many in this one? [ABCD.]
noy: Two. :
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socraTES: And what is the relation of four to two? MENO: It seems we can't deny it. -

SOCRATES : Then if he did not acquire them in this life, isn’t it

BoY: Double. < )
soCRATES: How big is this figure then? jmmediately clear that he possessed and had learned them during 8s
b poy: Eight feet. some other period?

.. MENO: It seems so.
' SOCRATES: When he was not in human shape?
MENO: Yes.
sOCRATES: If then there are going to exist in him, both while
he is and while he is not a man, true opinions which can be aroused by
uestioning and turned into knowledge, may we say that his soul has
I . been forever in a state of knowledge? Clearly he always either is or is-
not a man.
MENO: Clearly.
SOCRATES : And if the truth about reality is always in our soul, b

sOCRATES : On what base?
poy: Thisone. o
soCRATES: The line which-goes from comer to corner of the ¥
square of four fect?

BOY: Yes. . o r £ .
sOCRATEs : The technical name for it is diagonal’; so if we use

that name, it is your personal opinion that the square on the diagonal
of the original square is double its area.

novy: Thatis so, Socrates. o
SOCRATES: What do you think, Meno? Has he answered with

any opinions that were not his own? ‘ *? the soul must be immortal, and one must take courage and try to dis-
c MrENO: No, they were all his. L cover—that is, to recollect—what one doesn’t happen to know, or,
SOCRATES: Yct he did not know, as we agreed a few minutes wg . - more correctly, remember, at the moment.
ago : MENO: Somehow or other I believe you are right.
MENO: True. i SOCRATES : Ithink I am. I shouldn't like to take my oath on the

whole story, but one thing I am ready to fight for as long as I can, in

R ry
SOCRATES: But these opinions were somewhere in him, werg.
“word and act—that is, that we shall be better, braver, and more active

they I};O;Lo: Yes. . ' . ’ men if we believe it right to look for what we don't know than if we
SOCRATYES: So a man who does not know has in himself true b - believe therc is no point in looking because what we don't know we ¢ (——p
opinions on a subject without having knowledge. 8} cannever discover. . o
MENO: It would appear so. ‘ o "5‘m .+ MENO: There too I am sure you are right.
SOCRATES: At present these opinions, being newly aroused, “ sOCRATES: Then since we are agreed that it is right to inquire

i ito something that one does not know, arce you ready to face with me

have a dreamlike guality. But if the same questions are put to him on 4
he question, ‘What is virtue?’

many occasions and in different ways, you can see that in ’the end he %
a will have a knowledge on the subject as accurate as anybody’s. MENO: Quite ready. All the same, I would rather consider the

MENO: Probably. . SR guestion as I put it at the beginning, and hear your views on it—that
socraTEs: This knowledge will not come from teaching but s Is,are we to pursue virtue as something that can be taught, or do men 4a
from questioning. He will recover it for himself. . have it as a gift of nature or how?
MIENO: Yes. i : 'z SOCRATRES: If T were your master as well as my own, Meno, we
socrATES : And the spontaneous recovery of knowledge thatis ., should not have inquired whether or not virtue can be taught until
we had first asked the main question—what it is. But not only do you
make no attempt to govern your own actions—you prize your freedom,
- Isuppose—Dbut you attempt to govern mine. And you succeed too, so I
- shall let you have your way. There’s nothing else for it, and it seems
ways possessed it, he must always have known; if on tht? othgr }l]'and he “} - we must inquire into a .s.in'glc property of something about whose ¢s- ¢
¢ acquired it at some previous time, it cannot have been in t'hlsl ife, un- septml nature we are still in the d_ark. Ju:st grant me onc small relax-
less somebody has taught him geometry. He will behavg in t};e sam(i‘.j’;".‘ .. “ition of your sway, and allow me, m.consulcrmg whether or not it can
way with all geometric knowledge, and every other su.b]ect.’ - 'Ls ﬂ}rlly‘ ¥ bc taught, to make use of a hypothf:s'xs—thc sort of thing, I mean, that
one taught him all these? You ought to know, especially as he ﬂ‘* y feometers often use in their Inquirics. When they are asked, for ex-
been brought up in your household. . ample, about a gvcn.arca,‘whet}}er it is possible for this area to be in:
MENO: Yes, I know that no one ever taught hlm’. seribed as a triangle in a given circle, they will probably reply, ‘I don’t 87
SOCRATES : And has he these opinions, or hasn’t he? know yet whether it fulfills the conditions, but I think I have a

e

in him is recollection, isn't it?

MENO: Yes. ) )
socrATES: Either then he has at some time acquired the

knowledge which he now has, or he has always possessed it. If he al






